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the Moghuls, who ruled over India for over two centuries,
did not do.3 What I have said about the Muslims applies
equally to Sikhs. If 30 lakhs of Sikhs will obstruct Indian
independence, we shall deal with them non-violently. Non-
violent Swaraj cannot be won except by non-violence.
There are other obstacles, too3 imposed by the existence
of an alien power. But we must strain every nerve to
achieve communal peace. Islam means peace. That peace
cannot be confined to the Muslims. It must mean peace
for the whole world,"

Implications of the Resolution

The representative of the American Associated Press
saw Gandhiji in Bombay within twenty-four hours of the
termination of the A.I.C.C. said: "Hundreds oj*our papers
have printed the A. I. C. C. resolution and a summary
of your speeches wired by me, and have commented on
it. Four questions emerge out of these comments, and I
seek your answers to the questions." Gandhiji was im-
mersed up to the ears in work, and was actually attending
a meeting of the Working Committee when Mr. Stimson
arrived. He interrupted the meeting and dictated his
answers to the four questions.

The first question was: "How do you desire not to
embarrass Britain with your demand to preach anti-war
propaganda in a non-violent way?"

Gandhiji said: "Because non-violence is the Con-
gress creed which involves Congress hostility to all war*
Hence it is a vital necessity for the Congress to dissociate
itself from identifying itself with any war. Hence my desire
not to embarrass Britain was necessarily limited and
conditioned by the counter necessity of preserving the
Congress existence, and therefore civil disobedience is defi-
nitely restricted to freedom of speech and action, provided
they are absolutely non-violent. Therefore I have
claimed in my speech that, if the full import of Congress
action is understood, it must in the end help Britain and the
world."

"Why," wondered Mr. Stimson. '